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The Cleveland Museum of Art Presents 


Purim Carnavale on March 7 
Theatrical Extravaganza Based on the First Hebrew Play 


CLEVELAND (March 2, 2004) —The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) presents Purim Carnavale, a 
theatrical celebration based on “A Comedy of Betrothal” the first Hebrew play in the Museum’s Gartner 
Auditorium on Sunday, March 7, at 2:30 p.m. as part of the Musart Series. 

General admission for the concert is $15; CMA and Musart members, seniors and students $8. 

Beginning in the 15""-century the Jewish community of Mantua produced Italian comedies for Carnavale 
celebrations in honor of their escape from annihilation by the Persians. Purim Carnavale became a holiday of 
revelry and celebration featuring masked processions, disguises, jesters and theatrical performances. 

As a result, playwright, Leone de Sommi in the 16'"-century wrote, “A Comedy of Betrothal” which melds 
elements of Italian commedia dell’arte with biblical and Talmudic Hebrew based stories. The plot revolves around 
the typical problems of love and money, which are ultimately resolved through Talmudic rulings. Sommi’s 
intentions were to have the play entertain youths during the Purim Break. 

Purim Carnavale is a celebration of this five-act comedy reconstructed by musicologist, Anna Levenstein, 
a doctoral candidate at Case Western Reserve University (CWRU) and presented with the help of Omri Yavin, 
faculty of the College of Arts and Sciences at CWRU. with the original texts intact, 

The next performance in the Musart Series will be guest organist, Lorraine Brugh, with tenor, 
Christopher Cock on Sunday, March 28, at 2:30 p.m., in the CMA’s Gartner Auditorium. Brugh is assistant 
professor of music, director of chapel music and university organist at Valparaiso University, holding the Fredrick 
J. Kruse Endowed Chair in Church Music. Cock is director of choral and vocal activities at Valparaiso, where he 
holds the Duesenberg Chair in Lutheran Music. As a solo artist, Cock’s extensive range and communicative 
performances have established him as a premier lyric tenor. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute for 
Museum and Library Services. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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